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The Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations 
In January 1918, while World War I was still raging, President Woodrow Wilson had drawn up a series of peace proposals known as the Fourteen Points. The first four points included an end to secret treaties, freedom of the seas, free trade, and reduced national armies and navies. The fifth point was the adjustment of colonial claims with fairness toward colonial peoples. The sixth through thirteenth points were specific suggestions for changing borders and creating new nations. The guiding idea behind these points was self-determination- the right of people to decide for themselves under what government they wished to live. The fourteenth point proposed a "general association of nations" that would protect "great and small states alike." 
The war now over, Wilson and the other delegates met at the Paris Peace Conference to work out the terms of peace. Britain and France showed little sign of agreeing to Wilson's proposals. However, after heated argument, a compromise was reached. The Treaty of Versailles between Germany and the Allied powers was signed on June 28, 1919. Adopting Wilson's fourteenth point, the treaty also created a League of Nations, an international association whose goal would be to keep peace among nations.  
Human and Physical Geography  
The treaty punished Germany. The defeated nation lost substantial territory and had severe restrictions placed on its military operations. The harshest provision was Article 23 I-the "war guilt" clause-which placed sole responsibility for the war on Germany. As a result, Germany had to pay reparations ($$$$$), to the Allies. All of Germany's Africa and the Pacific territories were declared mandates, or territories to be administered by the League of Nations. The Allies would govern the mandates until they were judged ready for independence. 
The Western powers signed separate peace treaties in 1919 and 1920 with each of the other defeated nations: Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire. These treaties, too, led to huge land losses for the Central Powers. The independent nations of Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia were carved out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The Ottoman Turks were forced to give up all of their former empire except the territory that is today the country of Turkey. The Allies carved up the lands that the Ottomans lost in Southwest Asia into mandates rather than independent nations. Palestine, Iraq, and Transjordan came under British control; Syria and Lebanon went to France. Russia, which had left the war early, also lost land. Romania and Poland both gained Russian territory. Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, formerly part of Russia, became independent nations. 
Nationalism and Reform 
People in the mandated territories were angry at the way the Allies disregarded their desire for independence. The European powers, it seemed to them, merely talked about the principle of national self-determination. European colonialism, disguised as the mandate system, continued. 
India Until World War I, most Indians had little interest in nationalism. This changed when the British government promised reforms that would eventually lead to self-government if Indians would enlist in the British army during World War I. When Indian troops returned home from the war, they expected Britain to fulfill its promise. Instead, they were once again treated as second-class citizens. In protest, radical nationalists carried out acts of violence. To curb dissent, the British passed the Rowlatt Acts in 1919. These acts allowed the government to jail protesters without trial for as long as two years. 
To protest the Rowlatt Acts, around 10,000 Hindus and Muslims flocked to Amritsar, a major city in the Punjab, in the spring of 1919 for a political festival. Believing that the people were openly defying a British ban on public meetings, the British commander at Amritsar ordered his troops to fire on the crowd without warning. Nearly 400 Indians died and about 1,200 were wounded. News of the slaughter, called the Amritsar Massacre, file_2.jpg
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sparked an explosion of anger across India. Almost overnight, millions of Indians demanded independence. 
The massacre set the stage for Mohandas K. Gandhi (GAHN-dee) file_8.jpg
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to emerge as the leader of the independence movement. A moral person, Gandhi urged the Indian National Congress to follow a policy of non-cooperation with the British. In 1920, the Congress Party endorsed civil disobedience the deliberate and public refusal to obey an unjust law-and nonviolence as the means to achieve independence. Gandhi then launched his campaign of civil disobedience. Gandhi called on Indians to refuse to buy British goods, attend government schools, pay British taxes, or vote in elections. Gandhi also staged a successful boycott of British cloth, a source of wealth for the British. 
In 1930, Gandhi organized a demonstration to defy the hated Salt Acts- British laws that required Indians to buy salt from the government and to pay a salt tax. Gandhi and his followers walked about 240 miles to the seacoast; where they made their own salt by evaporating seawater. This peaceful protest was called the Salt March. file_10.jpg
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Soon afterward, some demonstrators planned a march to a British Saltworks.  Police officers with steel-tipped clubs attacked the peaceful demonstrators, who refused to defend themselves. An American journalist was an eyewitness to the event. Newspapers across the globe carried the journalist's story, which won worldwide support for Gandhi's independence movement. More demonstrations against the salt tax took place throughout India. Eventually, about 60,000 people, including Gandhi, were arrested. Progress was being made, however. In 1935, the British Parliament passed the Government of India Act. It provided local self-government and limited democratic elections, but not total independence. 
Turkey At the end of World War I, the Ottoman Empire was forced to give up all its territories except Turkey-the old Turkish homeland of Anatolia and a small strip of land around Istanbul. In 1919, Greek soldiers invaded Turkey. The Turkish sultan was powerless to stop the Greeks. However, in 1922, a brilliant commander, Mustafa Kemal (keh-MAHL), successfully led Turkish nationalists in fighting back the Greeks and their British backers. After winning a peace, the nationalists overthrew the last Ottoman sultan.
In 1923, Kemal became the president of the new Republic of Turkey. To achieve his goal of transforming Turkey into a modem nation, Kemal separated the laws of Islam from the laws of the nation, abolished religious courts and created a new legal system based on European law, granted women the right to vote and to hold public office, and launched government-funded programs to industrialize Turkey and to spur economic growth. His influence was so strong that the Turkish people gave him the name Ataturk -"father of the Turks." 
Iran Before World War I, Britain and Russia had established spheres of influence in Persia. After the war, when Russia was still reeling from the Bolshevik Revolution, the British tried to take over all of Persia. This triggered a nationalist revolt. In 1921, Reza Shah Pahlavi (PAL-uh-vee), a Persian army officer, seized power. In 1925, he deposed the ruling shah. Persia's new leader, like Kemal in Turkey, set out to modernize his country. He established public schools, built roads and railroads, promoted industrial growth, and extended women's rights. Unlike Kemal, Reza Shah Pahlavi kept all power in his own hands. In 1935, he changed the name of the country from the Greek name Persia to the traditional name Iran. 
Saudi Arabia While Turkey broke with many Islamic traditions, another new country held strictly to Islamic law. In 1902, Abd al-Aziz Ibn Saud (sah-OOD) began a successful campaign to unify Arabia. In 1932, he renamed the new kingdom Saudi Arabia after his family. Ibn Saud carried on Arab and Islamic traditions. Loyalty to the Saudi government was based on custom, religion, and family ties. Ibn Saud brought some modem technology, such as telephones and radios, to his country. However, modernization in Saudi Arabia was limited to religiously acceptable areas. There also were no efforts to begin to practice democracy. 

Zionist Nationalism During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jewish Zionists began returning to Palestine, the region their ancestors had fled so long ago. At that time, Palestine was still ruled by Islamic Turks. After the defeat of the Ottomans in World War I, the League of Nations asked Britain to oversee Palestine until it was ready for independence. The Zionists were pressing for their own nation in the territory. The Palestinians living in the region strongly opposed such a move. In a 1917 letter to Zionist leaders, British Foreign Secretary Sir Arthur Balfour promoted the idea of creating a Jewish homeland in Palestine while protecting the "rights of existing non-Jewish communities." Despite the Balfour Declaration, however, efforts to create a Jewish state failed-and hostility between Palestinians and Jews continued to grow.  

The Great Depression 
By the late 1920s, European nations were rebuilding war-torn economies. They were aided by loans from the more prosperous United States. Only the United States and Japan came out of the war in better financial shape than before. In the late 1920s, American economic prosperity largely sustained the world economy. If the U.S. economy weakened, the whole world's economic system might collapse. In 1929, it did. 
The Stock Market Crash  Despite prosperity, several weaknesses in the U.S. economy caused serious problems. These included an uneven distribution of wealth (the richest 5 percent of the population received 33 percent of all personal income in 1929), overproduction by businesses and farms, and the fact that many Americans could not afford to buy the goods being produced. These factors set off a downward economic spiral. Factories cut production and laid off workers. Farmers, unable to sell their crops at a profit, defaulted on their bank loans. 
The danger signs of overproduction by factories and farms should have warned people against gambling on the stock market. Yet few heeded the warning. Stock prices soared. Then, in September 1929, some investors started selling their stocks, believing the prices would soon go down. By Thursday, October 24, the gradual lowering of stock prices had become an all-out slide downward. A panic resulted. Everyone wanted to sell stocks, and no one wanted to buy. Prices plunged to a new low on Tuesday, October 29. Then the market collapsed. 
A Global Depression   A long business slump, which would come to be called the Great Depression, followed. The stock market crash alone did not cause the Great Depression, but it quickened the collapse of the U.S. economy. The collapse of the American economy sent shock waves around the world. Worried American bankers demanded repayment of their overseas loans, and American investors withdrew their money from Europe. The American market for European goods dropped sharply as the U.S. Congress placed high tariffs on imported goods to encourage Americans to buy U.S. goods. This policy backfired. Other nations imposed their own higher tariffs. World trade dropped by 65 percent. This contributed further to the economic downturn. 
Because of war debts and dependence on American loans and investments, Germany and Austria were particularly hard hit. In 1931, Austria's largest bank failed. In Asia, both farmers and urban workers suffered as the value of exports fell by half between 1929 and 1931. The crash was felt heavily in Latin America as well. As European and U.S. demand for such Latin American products as sugar, beef, and copper dropped, prices collapsed. 
The Rise of Fascism 
Many democracies, including the United States, Britain, and France, remained strong despite the economic crisis caused by the Great Depression. However, millions of people lost faith in democratic government. In response, they turned to an extreme system of government called fascism. Fascism (FASH-IHZ-uhm) was a new, militant political movement that emphasized loyalty to the state and obedience to its leader. Unlike communism, fascism had no clearly defined theory or program. Nevertheless, most Fascists shared several ideas. They preached an extreme form of nationalism. Fascists believed that nations must struggle-peaceful states were doomed to be conquered. They pledged loyalty to an authoritarian leader who guided and brought order to the state. In each nation, Fascists wore uniforms of a certain color, used special salutes, and held mass rallies.   
In some ways, fascism was similar to communism. Both systems were ruled by dictators, who allowed only their own political party (one-party rule). Both denied individual rights. In both, the state was supreme. Neither practiced any kind of democracy. However, unlike Communists, Fascists did not seek a classless society. Rather, they believed that each class had its place and function. Most Fascist parties were made up of aristocrats and industrialists, war veterans, and the lower middle class. Also, Fascists were nationalists, and Communists were internationalists, hoping to unite workers worldwide.  

Italy Fascism's rise in Italy was fueled by bitter disappointment over the failure to win large territorial gains at the 1919 Paris Peace Conference. Rising inflation and unemployment also contributed to widespread social unrest. To growing numbers of Italians; their democratic government seemed helpless to deal with the country's problems. A newspaper editor and politician named Benito Mussolini
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boldly promised to rescue Italy by reviving its economy and rebuilding its armed forces. Mussolini had founded the Fascist Party in 1919. 
As economic conditions worsened, Mussolini's popularity rapidly increased. Because he played on the fear of a workers' revolt, he began to win support from the middle classes, the aristocracy, and industrial leaders. In October 1922, the Fascists demanded that King Victor Emmanuel III put Mussolini in charge of the government. Once he abolished democracy, outlawed all political parties except the Fascists, jailed his opponents, instituted censorship, and outlawed strikes. He sought to control the economy by allying the Fascists with the industrialists, and large landowners. 
Germany When Mussolini became dictator of Italy, Adolf Hitler
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 was a little-known political leader. In 1919, he joined a tiny right-wing political group that believed that Germany had to overturn the Treaty of Versailles. The group later named itself the National Socialist German Workers' Party, or Nazi for short. Its policies formed the German brand of fascism known as Nazism. 
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The party adopted the swastika, or hooked cross, as its symbol. The Nazis also set up a private militia called the storm troopers or Brown Shirts. 
Hitler was soon chosen der Fuhrer (duhr FYUReuhr), or the leader, of the Nazi party. Inspired by Mussolini, Hitler and the Nazis plotted to seize power in 1923. The attempt failed, and Hitler was arrested. He was tried for treason but was sentenced to only five years in prison. He served less than nine months. 
While in jail, Hitler wrote MeinKampf (My Struggle). In the book, Hitler asserted that the Germans, whom he incorrectly called "Aryans," were a "master race." He declared that non-Aryan "races," such as Jews, Slavs, and Gypsies, were inferior. He called the Versailles Treaty an outrage and vowed to regain German lands. Hitler also promised to get more living space for Germany by conquering Eastern Europe and Russia. 
Throughout much of the 1920s, most Germans ignored Hitler. The inflation that had plagued Germany following the war had finally ended. The nation was enjoying a brief economic recovery, fueled in part by American loans. Then the Great Depression hit. When American loans stopped, the German economy collapsed. Civil unrest broke out. Frightened and confused, Germans now turned to Hitler, hoping for security and firm leadership. The Nazis had become the largest political party by 1932. Conservative leaders mistakenly believed they could control Hitler and use him for their purposes. In January 1933, they advised Paul von Hindenburg, president of the Weimar Republic, Germany's democratic government, to name Hitler chancellor.  
Hitler used his new power to turn Germany into a totalitarian state. He banned all other political parties and created an elite, black-uniformed unit called the SS (Schutzstaffel, or protection squad). It was loyal only to Hitler. In 1934, the SS arrested and murdered hundreds of Hitler's enemies. This brutal action and the terror applied by the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police, shocked most Germans into total obedience. Hitler also turned the press, radio, literature, painting, and film into propaganda tools. Books that did not conform to Nazi beliefs were burned in huge bonfires. Churches were forbidden to criticize the Nazis or the government. Schoolchildren had to join the Hitler youth groups. 
 The Nazis quickly took command of the economy. New laws banned strikes, dissolved independent labor unions, and gave the government authority over business and labor. Hitler put millions of Germans to work constructing factories, building highways, manufacturing weapons, and serving in the military. As a result, the number of unemployed dropped from about 6 to 1.5 million in 1936. 
Japanese Militarism and Imperialism 
As fascism spread in Europe, Japan fell under military rule. During the 1920s, the Japanese government became more democratic. In 1922, Japan signed an international treaty agreeing to respect China's borders. In 1928, it signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact renouncing war. Japan's parliamentary system had several weaknesses, however. Most importantly, civilian leaders had little control over the armed forces. Military leaders reported only to the emperor. When the Great Depression struck in 1929, many Japanese blamed the government. Military leaders gained support and soon won control of the country. Unlike the Fascists in Europe, the militarists did not try to establish a new system of government. Instead of a forceful leader like Mussolini or Hitler, the militarists made the Emperor Hirohito the symbol of state power. 
Like Hitler and Mussolini, Japan's militarists were extreme nationalists. They wanted to solve the country's economic problems through foreign expansion. Japanese businesses had invested heavily in China's northeast province Manchuria. It was an area rich in iron and coal, raw materials that Japan needed. In 1931, the Japanese army seized Manchuria, despite objections from the Japanese parliament. The army then set up a puppet government. Japanese engineers and technicians began arriving in large numbers to build mines and factories. When Japan seized Manchuria, many League of Nations members vigorously protested. Japan ignored the protests and withdrew from the League in 1933. Four years later, a border incident touched off a full-scale war between Japan and China. Japanese forces swept into northern China. Despite having a million soldiers, China's army was no match for the better equipped and trained Japanese. Beijing and other northern cities, as well as the capital, Nanjing fell to the Japanese in 1937. Japanese troops killed tens of thousands of captured soldiers and civilians in Nanjing. 
The Policy of Appeasement (Europe in the 1930s only!)
The League's failure to stop the Japanese encouraged European Fascists to plan aggression of their own. The Italian leader Mussolini dreamed of building a colonial empire in Africa like those of Britain and France. The Ethiopians had successfully resisted an Italian attempt at conquest during the 1890s.To avenge that defeat, Mussolini ordered a massive invasion of Ethiopia in October 1935. The Ethiopian emperor urgently appealed to the League for help. Hoping to keep peace in Europe, the League condemned the attack, but did nothing.  
 Hitler also took bold steps, In March 1935, he announced that Germany would not obey the Versailles Treaty's restriction on the size of the German army. The League issued only a mild condemnation, Hitler took even greater risks, On March 7, 1936, German troops moved into the Rhineland, a 30-mile zone on either side of the Rhine River that the treaty had set as a buffer between, Germany and France. Stunned, the French were unwilling to risk war. The British urged appeasement, giving into an aggressor to keep peace.
 Hitler's growing strength convinced Mussolini to seek an alliance with Germany, In October 1936, the two dictators reached an agreement that became known as the Rome-Berlin Axis. A month later, Germany also made an agreement with Japan. Germany, Italy, and Japan came to be called the Axis Powers. file_18.png
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On November 5,1937, Hitler announced to his advisers his plans to absorb Austria and Czechoslovakia into the Third Reich (ryk), or German Empire. In March 1938, Hitler sent his army into Austria and annexed it. France and Britain ignored their pledge to protect Austrian independence. In September 1938, Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia give Germany its western border regions called the Sudetenland. The Czechs refused and asked France for help. 
France and Britain were preparing for war when Mussolini proposed a meeting of Germany, France, Britain, and Italy in Munich, Germany. The Munich Conference was held on September 29, 1938. The Czechs were not invited. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain believed that he could preserve peace by giving in to Hitler's demand. Britain and France agreed that Hitler could take the Sudetenland. In exchange, Hitler pledged to respect Czechoslovakia's new borders. Less than six months after the Munich meeting, Hitler took Czechoslovakia. Soon after, Mussolini seized Albania. Then Hitler demanded that Poland return the former German port of Danzig. The Poles refused and turned to Britain and France for aid. But appeasement had convinced Hitler that neither nation would risk war. 
Britain and France asked the Soviet Union to join them in stopping Hitler's aggression. As Stalin talked with Britain and France, he also bargained with Hitler. The two dictators reached an agreement. Once bitter enemies, Fascist Germany and Communist Russia now publicly pledged never to attack one another. On August 23, 1939, their leaders signed a non-aggression pact. As the Axis Powers moved unchecked at the end of the decade, war appeared inevitable. 
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